The Craft and Hobby Association Standards Committee recommends that our industry take strides to protect the global supply chain through our support of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT).   In order for your company to better understand this program we have provided a quick synopsis.  A wealth of information can be found at www.customs.gov.

What is C-TPAT?
In the wake of 9/11, the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) immediately tightened security at U.S. borders and cautioned the importing community of the susceptibility of the supply chain to breeches in cargo security. The tragedy also prompted CBP to institute a voluntary security program known as the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT). The program is designed to strengthen supply chain security without impeding the speed of goods to market.

Why Should Your Company Be Involved?
This joint initiative between CBP and the global business community will not only strengthen the supply chain but it will also give visible benefits to those companies choosing to join. In exchange for implementing improved security practices and communicating security requirements to their business partners, importers can expect to have reduced inspections, quicker clearance of imported freight, an assigned account manager, access to the C-TPAT membership list, eligibility to participate in account based processes, and inclusion in other beneficial U.S. Customs-Trade Partnership Programs. Similarly, the risks and implications of non-participation may include increased inspections, increased border waiting time, and exclusion from next generation of CBP partnership programs.  By participating in the program, your company can increase vigilance amongst your employees and partners, and establish a more secure and efficient supply chain. A safer supply chain equals a safer workplace and a safer America. 

What Actions Must You Take to Become a C-TPAT Member?

· Design supply chain security requirements that are in line with C-TPAT guidelines.

· Transmit these requirements to all agents, manufacturers, transportation workers, management, and staff. 

· Perform security self-assessments of your facilities, manufacturers, and vendors.

· Submit an online agreement to CBP, which represents your company’s commitment to voluntarily participate in C-TPAT security guidelines.  

· Submit to CBP a completed Supply Chain Security Profile Questionnaire 

· Await notification from CBP of validation process

For more information on C-TPAT go to the CBP website located at http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/import/commercial_enforcement/ctpat/
